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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Two softball players from Canada are among recruits
announced by Coach Deanna D'Abbraccio, Eastern Illinois University.
Connie Hamers, catcher, and Mary-Jo McCarthy, shortstop, both play
for the Pickering Merchants in Pickering, Ontario.
A third recruit is Ellen Castleman, an outfielder from Barrington,
Ill.

As a sophomore at Lincoln College she batted .390, led the team with

21 runs batted in, and had 14 stolen bases.

Castleman was named to the All-Region

24 team.
A graduate of Barrington High School, she is described by D'Abbraccio
as livery quick with a strong, accurate throw.

She is also left-handed, which

wi 11 add a new dimensi on to the Panther offense next year.
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Hamers, of Whitby, Ontario, played in the Canadian National Tournament
the past two years.

She batted .333 and was an All-Canadian catcher in 1983.

Also, in 1983 she was named Player of the Game during the national finals and
was a runner-up All-Canadian in 1984.
D'Abbraccio said "Connie has an excellent glove and knows the game
well.

She will fit into our system immediately.

In addition to being a fine

catcher, she is also an excellent student."
McCarthy batted .563 in the Canadian National Tournament in 1984 and
was the most valuable player of the Ontario Provincial Championship Tournament.
That same year she was named All-Canadian shortstop.

She played for the Canadian

National Team that competed recently in the World Youth Games.
According to the Eastern coach, "t·1ary-Jo is a very versatile athlete
with tremendous speed and quickness.
an excellent glove.

She is powerful with the bat and possesses

She has an enthusiastic and competitive attitude and reminds

me of former player Mary Tiegs.
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